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Copper Theft: Understanding the Safety Risks and Community Impacts
Copper theft is more than a property crime. It creates serious electrical safety hazards, threatens critical infrastructure and can disrupt essential services that communities rely on every day.
When copper is stolen from electrical systems, live electrical equipment can become exposed and critical safety systems compromised, creating shock and fire hazards that can cause serious injury or death. In some cases, electrical hazards may remain long after the theft has occurred and are not always visible to the public, utility workers or first responders.
Copper theft can also disrupt electricity, telecommunications and other essential services that homes, businesses and public facilities depend on every day.
Recent changes to the Criminal Code, including the federal government’s Bill C-14, have strengthened penalties for those who target or damage essential infrastructure. However, preventing injuries and protecting communities also requires continued awareness, vigilance and reporting of suspicious activity.

What You Can Do
1. Know the Risks: Never approach cut wires, damaged utility equipment or restricted electrical infrastructure. Stay at least 10 metres away from a downed powerline.
2. Understand the Impact: Copper theft can lead to service interruptions, community disruption and costly repairs.
3. See Something, Say Something: If you see suspicious activity around electrical infrastructure:
· Stay back and do not approach the area.
· Report suspicious activity to [insert local police service info]. If there is an emergency or an immediate threat to safety, call 9-1-1.
· Report damaged infrastructure to [insert local utility info].
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