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Use of Cord Sets at Trade Shows 

Background: 

Cord sets are commonly used in trade shows and similar events under the scope of 
Section 66 of Ontario Electrical Safety Code (OESC). Rule 66-400 2) requires 
protection of cords from physical damage where there is a need to cross traffic areas, 
for example under carpeting.  

Since this may also represent a tripping hazard, the use of flat festoon cable has been 
an industry practice for use under carpeting to cross traffic areas because of its flat low 
profile and its extra hard usage rating. The festoon cable is usually terminated in 
attachment plugs to form a cord set. 

Direction:  

Effective June 2022, only approved cord sets will be accepted at trade shows (Photo 
F1). Cord set shall meet the requirements of UL standard UL 2305 - Exhibition Display 
Units, Fabrication and Installation and are permitted for temporary use at trade shows, 
etc. 

Photo F1 - UL 2305 approved convention center cord set with molded 
attachment plugs 
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There are two types of approved cord sets: 

− for use under carpet within both only, Photo F2; and  
− to distribute 120VAC power to multiple booths at trade shows, convention 

centers and/or displays. They are NOT for use under carpet, Photo F3. 

Field-assembled cord sets comprised of festoon cable and attachment plugs do not 
meet requirements of UL 2305. However, cord sets built with festoon cables have been 
permitted for a transition period of up to June 2022 in order to phase out their use and 
be replaced by convention center cord sets meeting the requirements of and approved 
to UL 2305. Festoon cable and attachment plugs are required to be certified to 
applicable safety standards. 

Photo F2 - UL 2305 convention center cord set for use under carpet within a 
booth or exhibition display unit only warning labels (tags) 
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Photo F3 - UL 2305 convention center cord set booth stringer type NOT for 
use under carpet warning labels (tags) 

 

 


